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l. The First Municipal Hospital ig located at Sarkanas Armijas Street, No. 5. It
kas s capacity of from eight hunidred to cne thousand beds and is coxposed of

the following departments:

Two Surgical, two Medical, one Neurclogical, one Bye, onc Nose and N
| Throat, one Dermatology and Vensreal Digeage, ore Urology, cme Obstetricas
and Gynecology and twe Contagicus Disemse.

No resesrch vas pursued at this hospitel except mincr activity in Pathology.
Plant and equipment were average by US ntandards.

2. The Second Municipal Hospital, otherwise known as the University Hospital, is
located at Pilsonmu Sireet, No. 15 and was compomed of the following clinies: Y

Two Medical, one Neurological, one Obstetrics » one Gynecology and two
Surgisal,

Its total bed capacity was about six hundred, but in an emergency. this comld

be increased to eight-hundred. This was an exclusively vniversity hospital.

All heads of departments had to be professors of medicine. The plant, equipment,
and liaboratories of this hospital were gvod by US standards as of 19hk.

3. It is interesting to note the relative position of these two hospitals to each
other geographically. The Pirst Municipal Hospital is on the north bank of the
Daugava River, and the Second Municipal Hospital, or the south bank, directly
facing it. The river, at this point,is about three-quarters of a mile wide and
traditionally the two hospitals have elwvays been in direct contact with esch
other via an underwater telephone cable. °

b, The Army Hospital. lnd & capacity of four-hundred beds. btut only a few of its
buildings were up-to-date. Its plant and equipment were fair by US standards.
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5. The Fourth Municipal Hospital, also known as the Red Cross Hospital is located
on J Asars Strest. It had e zapacity of 250 beds and was exclusively devoted
to surgery. Its equipment and plant were modern as of 1944 and good by US
standards.

6. The formsr Jewlsh hospital, probably now called the Sixth Municipal Hospital
is "ocated in Latgales Street., It had a capacity of 120 beds, was mostly
devoted to surgery amd was a relatively zew hospital., It was built in 1941,

7. The former German Hospital is located in Miera Street. It had a capacity of
180 beds, was fairly good but definitely zot modern. )

8, The Childrens Hospital, located on Jelgavas highway on the south side of Rige,
was & modern three hundred ued hospital which offered complete pediatric ser-
vicea, TIts plant was good by US standards.

9., The Cancer Hospital is located on Barinu Street. It had a capacity of 120
beds and worked very closely with the University hospital. Its plant and
equipment were fairly good by US standards.

10, During the Germen occupstion of Latvia the administration of these hospitals
. and their staffs remained unchanged. During the period June 1940 to June 1941, .

however, when the Soviets had control of Latvia, many changes were made, All
hospitals and medizine in general were placed under a Comeissar for Realth,
Hospital Worker!s Committees were organized, with members chosen fron amoag
hospital employses who were sympathetic to, or at least not potentially the
enemies of, Commmism, Since most medical doctors im Riga cams from hated
bourgeois families, thesa comittees actuaily were dominated by the manual
workers of the hospitals plus a few fellow travelling physicians, The reasult
was chaotic, sincs the coumittees ran the hospitals and ths power behind the i
committess might be & ilanitor or gardener vho emjoyed particular favor with

' the Commmist Party. fcctors, regerdless of their political
affiliations and beliefs, were permitted to stay on because of the oritical
shortage of trained medical men, but their activities were significantly
limited, In the firat place, their earnings wers limited to & maximum of
400 Tubles per working day, although it was possible to claim up to 800 rubles
if they oould rhow that they wers helding down two jobs at & time, Secondly,
the dootor was given mo choics as to where he might work. Assigrmanta were
ordered by the Commissar of Health and thers was mo appeal from his decisione.
Thirdly, dooctor-patient relationships bacame seversly strwined, Doctors
learned to fiar their most humble patient becauss 1f dissatisfied with the
services received he might lodge charges of bourgeois practice against the
doctors and thus csuse them sndleas strife.
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